[bookmark: _GoBack]In the essay “Love and Civil Disobedience,” Martin Luther King offers a method for dealing with systemic evil, such as racism and police brutality. One of his main points is that . . .
In order to make a difference in the system, individuals who want change need to seek it through a new approach

To support this position, King argues that . . .
The method people, who want justice and equality, need to approach the circumstances in a way the result should look like. In other words, if they want to be treated equally at the end of the fight, then during it people need to prove and work towards it. 

Supporting Quotation   (page 2, paragraph 5)
 “I would say that the first point or the first principle in the movement is the idea that means must be as pure as the end. This movement is based on the philosophy that ends and means must cohere.”


In support of this position, King also observes . . . 

That there is both good and evil in a person. Once a person can see good through someone or something moral and ethics can be change for the better good. 
Supporting Quotation  (page 3, paragraph 12)
 “There is something within human nature that can respond to goodness.”


 
An additional argument King makes is that . . .  
 
A just law is only classified as so when it applies to everyone, including their race/religion/background.
Supporting Quotation  (page 4, paragraph 18)
 
“They seek in the final analysis to follow a way of uncivil disobedience, not civil disobedience. And I…the very highest respect for law”
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the novel Tyler Johnson Was Here, the central protagonist must respond to the evils of racism and brutality, just like King. 

In some ways, Marvin’s feelings and attitudes align with King’s position.  For example, Marvin . . . 
 
Decides that grieving his brother death any longer won’t help him achieve justice for his brother. He decides to research, seek help, and organize a protest. This way no will forget what has happened.

Supporting Quotation 
 
“But I’m reminding myself that I cant allow pain to reign over me. I cant handle another oppressor.” Pg 111.

“-Talking about how the best way to make sure Tyler gets justice-the best way to make sure I do right by him one more time-is to take the fight inside me to the streets. We have to demand it. We have to do everything within our power to raise our voices. We have to protest. Just praying and hoping for justice and grace and mercy wont help us right now” pg 199

“A swelling rage washes over me, and I have to stop self from getting to my feet, screaming that he took my brother away from me and mama” pg 212.


“Hate is too ugly of a devil for some people to ackownledge, but the thing about hate is that you cant throw it on someone else without getting a little bit on yourself. And I wonder if people will ever fucking understand it” pg 228

Marvin’s action(s) aligns with King’s ideal when he . . . 

.. organizes the protest to become one of the youth. A creative organization to break a cycle and a corrupt system.

Supporting Quotation 
 

“Because what help could she have gotten, if the people we go to for help are the very ones doing harm? We’re too familiar with shit like this. Tyler wasn’t the first, and all the cases before him ended in the same way: no justice. Pg 222

“I cant lose myself, too. I have to focus on getting him justice. Letting the world know that he was murdered. Having the whole world screaming his name. That’s what Tyler deserves. That’s what Tyler would want”.

“I try to remind myself that I don’t believe in violence….and we stand there and watch as the protest falls apart around us”. Pg. 248
 
 
However, in other way’s Marvin’s feelings and attitudes do not align with King’s ideals. For example, Marvin . . . 

Is that he lets hatred for the police officer and blame consume him or guide him to decisions that last resource.
 
Supporting Quotation  (page 91, paragraph )
 
 “I barely have a buck to my name, but I don’t care. I’ll do anything to have my brother back” pg.91

“Finding him means everything- everything- to me and bailing out Johntae to help is the only next step I have.” 

“What happened wasn’t just an altercation. It was fucking slaughter, man. The officer’s name is everywhere: Thomas Meredith. I feel sick” 

“ Racists like this dude always find a way to make matters worse, find ways to justify hate. We never gave them a reason to hate us. But they don’t care about that. They’re so fragile and afraid of people who are different that they have to give so much hate to others just to feel big, just to feel alive”. Pg. 192.

“I blame myself for not being there enough for Tyler when he needed me….” Pg 197.


Marvin’s action(s) do not with King’s ideals when he . . . 

Marvin deals with injustice with an acquiescence approach. He surrenders by staying silent and not informing anyone in two occasions. The first incident is when he complied when the officer attacking G-mo, Ivy, Marvin and Tyler.
The second is when didn’t know Tyler’s whereabouts and kept any information to himself and his friends. 
Marvin gives up his chain to Johntae.
He also gives up his opportunity to get into MIT.

Supporting Quotation:

“Keep your head down, breathe right, breathe easy. Mama and Dad didn’t teach Tyler and me to be afraid of the cops- only to listen to their orders” pg 7

“ I pause a while longer, thinking about the times I saw Tyler with Johntae, and how I told myself what I wanted to hear, focusing my attention on other things- selfish things. Maybe I’m the reason Tyler is missing. Maybe I deserve this- all my worries scarring me.” Pg. 92



